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Dear Alumni, 

Where to begin?  I don’t think any of us could have imagined that this year was going to be so 

dramatically different from anything experienced before!  It was certainly a shock when the 

Prime Minister announced back in March that all schools had to close.  It was a particularly sad 

time for our leavers who were denied all the wonderful celebrations and fond farewells that 

would normally happen at the end of a summer term.   

Unprecedented times always bring unforeseen challenges but with great challenge comes great 

opportunity. We have really seen this at Leehurst Swan.  It was our pleasure to support the 

children of keyworkers with continuity of learning in school from day one of lockdown, enabling 

our parents who are NHS frontline workers to focus on saving lives.  A stimulating digital 

programme of live, interactive lessons meant our pupils at home enjoyed uninterrupted 

learning.  The school’s dedicated teaching staff provided high-quality, engaging lessons. We had 

daily stories read by the Headmaster, Mr Ayres, photo competitions, art competitions, word 

puzzle Wednesday, music videos and fitness challenges to name but a few of the opportunities 

provided.  Towards the end of the Summer term, we managed to welcome back all our pupils in 

Reception through to Year 10 for some face to face contact, enabling them to catch up with their 

friends and teachers. 

As we write this, lockdown two hopefully comes to an end and we are busy just getting on with 

school life and staying positive.  We have young people to teach and we have work to be grateful 

for.  Beyond school, it seems we have good reason to be cautiously optomistic with news of  

successful trials for several COVID-19 vaccines and that is cheering news indeed. 

 

Our Year 11s were left particularly 

frustrated that they were not going to be 

able to show the examiners what they were 

capable of achieving.  Instead, the teachers 

carefully worked out their grades.  

Throughout the two year GCSE course our 

outgoing Year 11s demonstrated that they 

were an exceptionally talented cohort.  100% 

of our pupils achieved five or more GCSEs 

including mathematics and English at Grade 

4 and above, with an amazing 62% of these 

grades being grade 7 to 9. All went on to 

their first choice of Sixth Form. 

 



We have no doubt that our Alumni have been equally busy across a whole range of projects, so 

please do keep in touch and let us know your news.  We look forward to hearing from you! 

Note from the Headmaster  

‘What is Christmas?  It is tenderness for the past, courage for the present and hope for the 
future.’ 

Artist, writer and grandmother, Agnes Pharo, is perhaps best known for this famous quotation 
and it is one I wanted to share with you as we approach an unprecedented festive season. 

 

As we reflect on the challenging year that has passed, we may not view 2020 with much 
tenderness but I feel it is so important that we take, and remember, all the positives that 2020 has 
brought.  

 

The 2019-20 academic year was my first as Headmaster at Leehurst Swan School and I am very 
proud of all that we achieved. In February, the school was inspected for compliance and we were 
found to be compliant in all areas. Before we had time to celebrate this success, we were 
informed that the country was going to enter a period of national lockdown and preparations 
began to deliver a comprehensive remote learning package, to provide continuity and, most 
importantly, normality to the lives of our children and young people. Given the short period we 
had to prepare, what we achieved was remarkable and I am proud to say that, as a school, we 
were second to none in terms of the provision and the pastoral care we provided. It gave 
everybody associated with our school a real sense of pride in all that was achieved!  
 

It would be remiss of me if I did not mention that 2020 has also been the year that Leehurst Swan 
School secured a square, alongside the ‘great and good’ of the city, on the Salisbury edition of 
Monopoly. As you may well have seen on our social media, we celebrated with numerous 
Monopoly-themed activities and enjoyed a visit from Mr Monopoly himself. If you are still 
compiling your Christmas list, a late edition perhaps? 

 

Christmas is also a period where we can be hopeful and look forward to the future and this year, 
more than any other, we can be hopeful of a much greater gift than the ones under our trees. 
With the approval of a successful COVID-19 vaccine, and more in the pipeline, we can all look 
forward to 2021 with a sense of optimism that we will return to the normality that we all once 
took for granted. As Headmaster, one of the things I have missed most during the autumn term 
is the many special events that happen, not least amongst them Wassail and the Carol Service at 
Salisbury Cathedral. I look forward to, and hope, that you will be able to join us at one of these 
events this time next year. 
 

In a Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens, Ebenezer Scrooge states the following after the 
visitation of the last spirit: 

 

‘I will honour Christmas in my heart, and try to keep it all the year. I will live in the past, the 
present and the future. The Spirits of all three shall strive within me. I will not shut out the 
lessons that they teach.’ 
 

May the same be said for us about Christmas and the year 2020. 
 

Have a wonderful Christmas!        Terence Ayres 
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Sister Patricia Talbot 
 
Sister Patricia sadly died on 27 April 2020, after 
a short illness, aged 90.  

Congratulations 

Congratulations to former teachers Marilyn Smith and Ruth Clarke 
who were presented with an Honorary Bachelor degree certificate 
from the University of Winchester at Salisbury Cathedral in recog-
nition of the qualification they achieved at Sarum St Michael and 
the contribution made to the field of education. 

A Sister of La Re-
traite for over 70 
years, she was 
headmistress of 
La Retraite Con-
vent School in 
Salisbury from 
1959 to 1969 and 
superior general 
of the Congrega-
tion of La Retraite 
from 1982 to 1994.  

It is always lovely to hear about the adventures of our past students 

I was here in 2009-2014 and then went onto South Wilts.  Once finished I took a gap year and 
travelled to Canada to get my ski instructor qualifications and taught for the remainder of the 
season. In September 2017 I started at the University of Leeds studying a BSc in Geological 
Sciences. During my second year I qualified to move onto the MSc course which offered a year 
abroad. I spent my third year at the University of Victoria on Vancouver Island in BC Canada. 
Here I took up caving and travelled around all of the ski resorts in the West.  I visited one of the 
largest gold mines in Canada and attended the yearly mining conference in Vancouver. My 
plans got cut short due to Covid-19 so I had to return a couple of months early.  

Due to the fact I found myself with not much to do once home and missing out on the hiking, 
Imogen Passam (also a previous student) and I decided we would take on the 3 Peaks 
Challenge. We both started our DofE at Leehurst and went to complete our Gold together at 
SWGS. 

I’m sure that our love for walking stemmed from the DofE 
being encouraged at Leehurst.  We completed the 3 Peaks 
Challenge, starting at Ben Nevis at 5pm on the 30th July; 
the ascent of Scafell Pike at 5am on the 31st, and after the 
final climb of Snowdon, finished at the base at 16:15pm, 
completing the challenge under the target 24hours, at 23hr 
15minutes!  

Immy Trigger 

Fantastic achievement! The girls raised over £700 for their  
chosen charity; Adventure Therapy. 
 



Our News 

 
Leehurst Swan features on its very 

own MONOPOLY space on the brand 

new Monopoly game for Salisbury. 
 

Amongst the very many leading Salis-

bury  landmarks such as Salisbury Ca-

thedral, Stonehenge and Arundells 

you will find Leehurst Swan on the 

top green spot. 

Our school celebrated the launch in 

fancy dress and had an exciting visit 

from Mr Monopoly. 



We are very proud to report that Leehurst Swan was 
found compliant in all components of the recent  
Regulatory Compliance Inspection that was conducted 
by the ISI at the beginning of March.  This included ex-
amination of the following areas of the school. 
 

• Quality of education provided 

• Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development  
      of pupils 

• Welfare, health and safety of pupils 

• Suitability of staff, supply staff and proprietors 

• Premises and accommodation at school 

• Provision of information 

• Manner in which complaints are handled 

• Quality of leadership in and management of school 

 

Our children made rainbows to show 
support for our NHS and all the key 
workers who are out there risking 
their lives every day for us.  

The HART Prize for Human Rights was awarded to one of our talented KS3 pupils in a competi-
tion for young people who are interested in global issues. For her Geography homework, our 
KS3 pupil conducted independent research and produced a written piece to raise awareness of 
the plight of refugees. 

The announcement was made at a virtual awards ceremony. First prize in each category was a 
£50 Amazon voucher, an invitation for tea in the House of Lords with Baroness Cox and day of 
work experience in the HART office! 

 

Huge congratulations to our Year 8 
pupil who achieved an amazing 
grade 9 in her IGCSE German.   
What a star!  



Class of 2019/2020 

Mr Sutcliffe joined the team in September and is 
teaching senior music lessons, running a musical 
theatre club and providing singing lessons.  He is a 
professional actor, singer and musician and is 
passionate about passing on his knowledge and 
expertise to budding performers.  

 

Our Duke of Edinburgh Bronze 
award achievers who completed 
volunteering, physical, skills and 
expedition sections. 

Just before lockdown we welcomed back two of our 
alumni, Tom Hoare (2007) and Hannah Morris (2008)
who talked about their creative careers and how 
crucial it is to be flexible and to seize opportunities 
when they arise. They encouraged pupils to contact 
anyone working in their field to ask for experience 
and try to build up as many contacts as possible. Tom 
started his career in graphic design, completing both 
a degree and a masters, but has found work he loves 
as a design consultant. Hannah was always 
determined to be a photographer and focused on car 
photography, as it was less popular than areas such 
as fashion. She found, however, that she particularly 
enjoyed project management and she is now working 
for a media company. 



Our prep pupils celebrated European Day of Languages 
in their French, German and Spanish lessons.  Years 5 and 
6 are learning all three languages!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New for 2021—A fresh Approach to GCSE Options  

Our Find Your Voice curriculum offers a fresh GCSE options pathway, tailored to individual 
strengths and interests.  Alongside the core subjects of English language, English literature and 
mathematics, our Year 9 pupils have an exciting choice of choosing seven subjects, which are 
not limited by option blocks, in  any combination from four sciences (computer science, physics, 
biology and chemistry); four creatives (music, drama, photography and art); three modern 
foreign languages (German, French and Spanish); three humanities (history, geography and 
religious studies); alongside additional choices of business studies, design technology and 
physical education. 

Our bespoke approach empowers pupils to be fully involved in their education, increasing their 
chances of success and enabling them to realise their potential and fulfil their dreams. 

Stay Connected, and Send Us Your News and Updates!   

Alumni can play a vital part in supporting the school by sharing their inspiring stories, 
providing careers mentoring or supporting our events.   

 
Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram 

Wishing you all a happy, healthy and merry Christmas  

and a brighter New Year. 

Happy Retirement!   
Mr Saxon, Mrs Cotton and Mrs  Welsh (early 
retirement) — These ladies have completed 
60 years between them.  They have enriched 
so many lives and we thank them for all the 
encouragement, opportunities and support  
they have given  to our pupils over the 
years. 

 

Our SOCIAL MEDIA pages are a way for you to stay in contact with the school and for us to let you 

know about any events that are coming up where you can meet your friends from school and learn 

about what the school is currently doing. 

  
 CAROL SERVICE 
 

 Unfortunately, COVID-19 has claimed our Carol Service, as Salisbury  
 Cathedral  has contacted us to cancel the event.  We hope to see you all  
 next year! 


